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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTIOY CO-MMISSION 

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission ("Commission"). 

13 

14 

pursuant to information ascertained in the normal come of cmying out its supervisory 

responsibilities. The Commission found reason to believe that Respondent, Jose Casal. 

15 knowingly and willfully violated 2 U.S.C. $441e(a). 

16 NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and Respondent. having participated in 

17 informal methods of conciliation, prior 10 a finding of probable cause to believe. do hereby 

18 agree as follows: 

19 I. Tine Commission has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject matter of this 

20 

2 1 5 437&)(4)(A)(i). 

proceeding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 

22 II. Respondent has had a reasonable opportunity to demonstrdte that no action should be 

23 taken in this matter. 

24 UI. Respondent enters voluntarily into tEs agreement with the Commission. 

25 IV. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follo~s: 

26 - Actors 

- ,7 7 

28 

29 

r 1. Jose Casal is a Venezuelan citizen and national. and orie of the primary investors 

in Victex Environmental Services, Inc. ("Vicrw"). Mr. Casal \vas not lawfully admitted for 

permanent residence in the United Swes as defined by 8 U.S.C. $ 1 lOl(20) in July 2000. 
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2. Luis Thula is the former President of Victec, and *Mr. Casal’s son-in-law. 

3. Ray Rodriguez, Pedro Rodriguez, Hector Munio. George Pattis, and Carolina 

Caceres were all Victec employees at the time the. conduct at issue in this matter took place. 

Ana Rodriguez is the spouse of Pedro Rodriguez and was not a Victec emplovee duting the 

re12 v m t  time pwicd. 

Aodicablt Law 

4. Under the Federal Election Campaign Act of 197 1, as amended (thc “Act”’)’, 

foreign nationals my not make contributions, directly or through any other person. in 

connecrion with an election to any political office. 2 U.S.C. s44M.a). 

5. “Foreign narional” includes, itzter alia, an individual who is not a citizen of the 

United States and who i s  not lawfully admitted €or permanent residence as defined by 

8 U.S.C. 4 1101(a)(20). 

6. The Act’s prohibition on contriblrtions by foreign nationals is not limited to federal 

elections, and includes local and State elections. 11 C.F.R. 5 110.4fa). 

Events Reearding Viola ti  ons 

7. During the 2OOO election cycle, Respondent Jose Casal sought to contribute S2,5C)O n 
10 the campaign committee of Miami-Dade County Mayor Alex PeneJas (the “Penelas 

Committee”). 

All of the facts recounted in this agreement occurred prior to the effective date of the Bipartisan 
Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (“BCRx”). Pub. L. 107-155. 116 Stat. 81 (2002). Accordingly. unless 
spccificajly noted to the contrary, all ciations to the Act herein are to the .4ct as i t  read prior to the effecrive d m  
of KR.4 and all citations t o  the Commission’s regulations herein are to the 2002 edition of Title 1 1. Code of 
Fdcral Regulations. which was published prior to thc Commission’s promulgation of any regulations under 
BCRA. 
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Canciliation Agreemeni 

8. In order to make this conttibutmn. Mr. Casal asked Luis Thula to locate f ive 

individuals through whom he could make fne SO0 campaign contributions - the mxumum 

allowable under Florida law. 

9. Mr. Casal also gave Thula $2,500 in cash for use in reimbursing the requested 

contri burions. 

10. Thula solicited five Victec employees: Ray Rodriguez, Hector Munio. George 

Pattis. Carolina Caceres. and Pedro Rodriguez (through his wife, Ana), to make the 

con tri bu ti ons i 11 question. 

11. As requested, these individuals wrote $500 checks to the “Alex Penelas 

Cnmpai 3 ~ ”  

12. On luly 17,2000, Mr. Thula presented these checks to a Penelas Committee 

representawe. In its July 2000 Campaign Treasurer’s Rcport to the Florida Elections 

Commission, the Penelas Committee attributed these contributions to the five individuals 

named above. 

13. -Mr. Thula reimbursed the contributors within days of their contributions with the 

c s h  provided by Mr. Casal. 

14. As such, Mr. Casal contributed a total of 32.500 to the campaign committee of a 

canaidate in a U.S. local election and did so via a scheme that disguised these contributions as 

permissible contributions . 

Vi o 1 at I o 11 

V. Respondent Jose Casal knowingly and willfully violated 2 V.S.C. 8 441ela) by 

contributing $2,500 to the Penelas Committee through Ray Rodriguez, Ana Rodriguez. 
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Hector Munio, George Pattis, and Carolina Caceres. R 

violating 2 E.S.C. 6 441e. 

Civil Penalty 

pondent 7 rill. cease and desist from 

VI. Respondent will pay a civil penalty to the Federal Election Commission in the mount 

of Eight Thousand Two Hundred Fifty doflars ($8.250), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 8 437g(a)(S)(B). 

Such penalty shall be paid as follows: 

1. An initial payment of Four Thousand One Hundred Twenty-Fi ve 

Dollars ($4,125) is due irnmcdiately upon signing the agecment. 

Thereafter, no more than thirty days (30) from the date this Agreement 

becomes effective, Respondent shall pay the remaining Four Thousand 

One Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars ($4.125). 

In the event that the remaining payment is not received by the 

Commission on or before the date it becomes due, the Commission 

may, ar its discretion. cause the entire unpaid balance of the civil 

penalty to become due upon ten (10) days written notice to Respondent. 

Failure by the Commission to accelerate payment with regard to the 

balance due shall not be construed as a waiver of any kind. 

2. 

3. 

Other Provisions 

VIL 

bar to further action by the Commission against or concerning Respondent Jose Casu1 in 

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(A)(i), this agreement. unless violated, is a t.omplete 

connection with the facts in this matter. 

VUL The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C. fi 437g(a)(1) 

concerning the matters at issue herein or on its own motion, may review compliance with this 
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Conciliation Agreement 

agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or: any requirement thereof has 

k n  violated., it  may institute a civil action for relief in the United: States District Coun for 

the District of Columbia. 

IX. 

same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement. 

X. 

effective tu comply with and implement the requirement contained in this agreement and to so 

notify the Commission. 

XI. 

the matters raised herein, and no other statement, promise. or agreement, either written or 

oral, made by either party or by agents of either party. that is not contained in this wdten 

agreement shall be enforceable. 

This agreement shall become effective as of the date a11 parties hereto have executed 

Respondent shall have no more than 30 days from the date this agreement becomes 

This Conciliation Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties on 

FOR THE COMMISSION: 

Lawrence H: Norton 
General Counscl. 

Associate ~ i m e r a ~  C. m S e I  a 

for Enforcement 

FOR RESPONDEST: 

Dare 
I I 


